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help of volunteers.

Overall the spring data shows the Upper
Grand River water quality is improving.
According to the MiCorps scoring system,
three
spring (compared to only two in the fall).
Although this may be partially due to our
improved collecting skills, it still indicates
portions of the watershed are healthy.

Stoneflies were not found in the fall, but
during the spring collection stoneflies were
found at multiple sites. Some sites
(Sandstone Creek at Minard Mills Park,
Springbrook at Robbins Road and Sand-
stone Creek at Kate Palmer Sanctuary)
had more than one family of stoneflies
present. Stoneflies are important because
they are sensitive to pollution and their
presence indicates that those areas of the

sites

river are doing well.

achi

eved

Although the Grand River at Onondaga
scores are low, this may be attributed to
the higher water levels in the watershed
o0 this spring. The higher water made this
site more difficult to access and monitor.

Scores and ratings in Table 1 below present
two different ways of analyzing the data.
Procedure 51 scores follow the methodology
used by the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources & Environment
(MDNRE); MiCorps scores follow the
Michigan Clean Water Corps methods.
The two scoring systems stress different
measures, so they yield somewhat different
ratings. The number of different families
(taxa), their oxygen requirements and sen-
sitivity to pollution, and whether one or a
few taxa dominate the collection are some

of the metrics used to determine the scores.

Table 1. Spring 2010 Upper Grand River Adopt-A-Stream Monitoring Results

# of Total Taxa MDEQ Proc. 51| MiCorps
Map Site # |Site Location # of Sensitive Taxa| (Species Richness) Rating Rating
1 Springbrook @ Robbins Road 5 26 Acceptable Excellent
2 Grand River @ Onondaga ( Baldwin Park) 0 9 Poor Fair
3 Sandstone Creek @ Springport Road (Minard Mills Park) 5 25 Acceptable Excellent
4 Sandstone Creek @ McCain Road (Kate Palmer Sanctuary) 8 28 Excellent Excellent
5 Portage River @ Wooster Road (Haenle Sanctuary) 3 17 Acceptable Good
6 Grand River @ High Street (west crossing) 2 18 Acceptable Good
8 Sharp Creek @ Wickwire Road (Dahlem Center Farm) 2 17 Acceptable Good
9 Huntoon Creek @ Bellewe Road 1 10 Acceptable Fair
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What is Adopt -A -Stream?

Adopt-A-Stream is a program where volunteers monitor

water quality, describe the habitats in and around the river,
and collect Obenthic macroinJyertebratesdé to track the
of the river system.

Wh at is a oBenthic Macroilverftebrateo

Bent hic meanmadrodd ome@Earmgesendughr (g e

to see without a microscope)and oO0i nvertebratesdé are ani mal s
with no backbones. Sowe dr e tal king aboyt things I|ike
snails, clams, insects, worms, and crayfish. 0 Bugs 6 f.pr short
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