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At the end of January a small group of 

volunteers bundled up and spent a sunny 

Saturday afternoon searching for     

stoneflies in the Upper Grand River   

Watershed as part of our second Winter 

Stonefly Hunt.  

 

We visited three sites in the watershed 

and found stoneflies at each!  We were 

looking for Capniidae and            

Taeniopterygidae, which are families of 

stoneflies that emerge during the winter.  

We visited the Center Lake Outlet at  

Falahee Road, the Grand River near the 

Liberty Dam and Sandstone Creek at 

Minard Mills Park.  We found Capniidae 

at all three sites and Taeniopterygidae 

near the Liberty Dam and in Sandstone 

Creek (see table below).  Although the 

number of stoneflies found may seem 

low, we werenõt searching for them very 

long and their presence is still good 

news!  

 

These winter stonefly families require 

lots of oxygen and are found in the     

winter in the cold, oxygen rich waters.  

They are  important because they are 

sensitive macroinvertebrate families. 

They are intolerant of pollution which 

often depletes the water of oxygen.  

When stoneflies are present, it indicates 

that those portions of the river are 

healthy.   

 

Thank You  

 To All Of Our  

Volunteers!  

 

The Adopt -A-

Stream Program 

depends on the 

help of volunteers.  

  

 Thanks for joining 

us for the Winter 

Stonefly Hunt!  

 

Michelle Beloskur  

Rick Berry  

Russ Bodell  

Pegg Clevenger  

Lori Fitzgibbons  

Melissa Kim  

Jerome Krakowiak  

Kathy Kulchinski  

Russ Monasmith  

Kenny Price  

Josiah Rentschler  

Kurt Rudolph  

Jim Seitz  

Jim Waggener  
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2010 Winter Stonefly Hunt Results  

Site Location  # of Capniidae 

Found  

# of Taeniopterygidae 

Found  

Center Lake Outlet @ Falahee Rd.  4 0 

Grand River @ Liberty Dam  1 1 

Sandstone Creek @ Springport Rd. 

(Minard Mills Park)  7 4 

Check out the Creature Feature 

on Page 2 to learn more about 

Winter Stoneflies  
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UPPER GRAND RIVER ADOPT -A-STREAM PROGRAM  

What is Adopt -A -Stream?  

Adopt -A-Stream is a program where volunteers monitor  

water quality, describe the habitats in and around the river, 

and collect òbenthic macroinvertebratesó to track the health 

of the river system.  

Kingdom: Animalia  

Phlylum: Arthropoda  

Class: Insecta  

Order:  Plecoptera 

Family:  Capniidae and Taeniopterygidae (winter stonefly 

families)  

Capniidae (Small Winter Stonefly)  

Smaller of the 2 winter stoneflies  

  5 - 10 mm (0.2 - 0.4 inches) in length  

Lighter colored  

More common of the 2 winter stoneflies  

 Taeniopterygidae (Winter Stonefly)  
Larger of the 2 winter stoneflies  

 10 - 20 mm (0.4 - 0.8 inches) in length  

Darker colored (brown to black)  

 

Sources:   

Guide to Aquatic Invertebrates of the Upper Midwest, Identification Manual for Students. Monitors, and Aquatic Resource Profe ssionals. 

The Chironomidae Research Group  http://www.entomology.umn.edu/midge/  
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Winter Stoneflies 
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Benthic means òbottomó, òmacroó means large (large enough 

to see without a microscope) and òinvertebratesó are animals 

with no backbones.  So, weõre talking about things like 

snails, clams, insects, worms, and crayfish.  òBugsó for short.  
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