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EARLY ADOPTER
Volunteer leadership and innovation to care for and restore the Upper Grand River

Stoneflies in the Upper Grand!
We found them - and that’s a good sign for our river

Thank You To All
Our Volunteers!
Adopt-A-Stream wouldn’t be
successful without the dedication
and skill of our volunteers. We wish
to THANK those who helped collect
and identify bugs during our winter
stonefly and spring collection events:

Last February, a hardy band
of volunteers braved the cold
temperatures to take part in
our inaugural Winter Stonefly
Hunt on the Upper Grand.
We w e r e l o o k i n g f o r t w o
families of stoneflies that
emerge during the winter;
Capniidae (kap-KNEE-i’-dee)
and Taeniopterygidae (teenyop-ter-IDGE-i’-dee).
We piled into the Dahlem
Center’s van and visited two
sites in the Upper Grand River
Basin. We started at the Kate
Palmer Sanctuary on Sandstone
Creek; one of only a few places
where other stonefly families
had been found in our spring

and fall collections. We
also visited the Grand
River at High Street
(near Cooper). Here the
river is entering the City
o f Ja c k s o n a n d h a s
shown
signs
of
degradation in the past.
We found them! And we
found good numbers of both
families at both locations!
These stoneflies require
high oxygen concentrations, so
have developed a life-cycle that
takes advantage of the cold
winter temperatures. Colder
water holds more dissolved
o x y g e n t h a n w a r m w a t e r.
(continued on page 5)
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MEET ALISON RAUSS - OUR NEW COORDINATOR
After graduating I worked at an environmental
consulting firm as a Watershed Study Summer
Intern. This position required me to travel to
various streams, collect water samples and
measure water quality parameters. When this
position ended I continued to work at the
environmental consulting firm as a staﬀ level
employee. For the past year I have worked as a
Michigan Civilian Conservation Corps Crew
Member, an AmeriCorps position with the
DNR, performing ecological restoration. I also
have experience with being a stream sampling
volunteer myself.

I grew up in Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan. For
college, I attended the University of Michigan and
received a B.S. degree in Anthropology/Zoology.

I’m excited to be a part of the Adopt-A-Stream
Program and look forward to getting to know
the volunteers and the Upper Grand River.
- Alison

UPPER GRAND AAS RECEIVES MICORPS GRANT
In May, The Upper Grand River Adopt-A-Stream (AAS)
Program was selected by the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality and the Great Lakes Commission as
one of six organizations statewide to receive grant funding
under the Michigan Clean Water Corps (MiCorps) Program.
This funding has allowed us to hire Alison to help Cecilia
coordinate the program and will provide resources to both
improve our outreach to new volunteers and expand our
sampling network to 16 sites within the Upper Grand River Basin. New
sampling sites will be added on Batteese Creek and the Grand River (see map
page 4). Whereas we already have sites in Jackson and Ingham Counties, we
plan to add sites at both the upstream and downstream ends of the river in
Hillsdale and Eaton Counties as well.
As part of the MiCorps network the data collected by our volunteers will also
be included in a statewide internet database to allow trend analysis and comparisons between river basins.
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What is Adopt-A-Stream?
Adopt-A-Stream is a program where volunteers monitor water
quality, describe the habitat in and around the river, and collect
“benthic macroinvertebrates” to track the health of the river system.

What’s a “Benthic Macroinvertebrate?”
Benthic means “bottom,” “macro” means large (at least large
enough to see without a microscope), and “invertebrates” are animals with no backbones. So,
we’re talking about things like snails, clams, insects, worms, and crayfish. “Bugs” for short.

Why Do We Do Adopt-A-Stream?
Parts of the Upper Grand River fail to
meet water quality standards for E. coli
bacteria, dissolved oxygen, and the support
of fish and other aquatic animals. Numerous
individuals and organizations are working to
restore the river and Adopt-A-Stream
volunteers help to both identify where work
should be targeted and to track progress.
Because Michigan has so many rivers,
the Department of
Environmental Quality
(MDEQ) is only able to
monitor the Grand
River every 5 years.
Even then, budget
constraints limit the
Escherichia coli bacteria
number of sites they
sample. The data you
collect as Adopt-AStream volunteers help
provide greater watershed coverage and fill
in the gaps to establish trends.

Calling All Adopters!
This fall we’re making a special
appeal for all volunteers - experienced
and new - to participate in our training
on September 19. We especially are
looking for people willing to lead a
group on collection day, but everyone;
Team Leaders, Collectors, Sorters, and
Data Recorders play a role in ensuring
that we collect high quality data. Please
call 517-784-2800 x 208 to sign up for
our fall training and collection events.
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Join Us in September and October!
Fa" Adopt-A-Stream activities coming soon - please join us!
It’s fun and it’s easy. In a 3-step process you’ll (1) get training, (2) collect the bugs, and (3) identify what we
collect. If you have your own waders you can bring them. If you don’t, we’ll provide all the equipment you’ll
need. We’ll provide training in how to collect the bugs and how to record your data. The week after the
collection we’ll show you how to identify what we caught.
Volunteers gather their gear (far left), describe the stream and scour the
streambed and vegetation for bugs (center left photos), and gather at Jackson
Community College for Bug ID Night to identify what was collected (center
right and far right below).

Schedule
of Events
Sat. Sept. 19, 9 a.m. - Noon
Team Leader and Collector Training
The Dahlem Center

Please call Cecilia Govrik at
the Jackson County
Conservation District for more
information or to volunteer:
517-784-2800 x 208

7117 South Jackson Road, Jackson
Please RSVP by Friday 9/18
Sat. Oct. 3, 9 a.m - 1:30 p.m.
Adopt-A-Stream Collection Day
Meet at the Dahlem Center
7117 South Jackson Road, Jackson
Please RSVP by Wednesday 9/30
Wed. Oct 7, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Bug ID Night
Jackson Community College
Room 133 or 135 (TBD) McDivitt Hall
2111 Emmons Road, Jackson
Please RSVP by Friday 9/18

We’ll be gathering
volunteers again this fall to
monitor sites on the Upper
Grand River and we’d love
to have you join us!

PAGE 4

UPPER GRAND RIVER ADOPT-A-STREAM PROGRAM

FALL 2009

14 DAYS OF PADDLING, LEARNING & CELEBRATION GRAND RIVER EXPEDITION 2010
July 14 -26th, 2010
Headwaters to Lake Michigan
Interested in exploring new parts of the Grand River? Pencil
this event in your calendar.
Next summer, Grand River Expedition is coming to a town near
you on the river. Meet the fish that live in the river and the
scientists that study them; see art inspired by the river; eat some
good food; enjoy lively, local music, and paddle the river through forests
and big cities.
This is the big event. For more information or to help organize local
activities visit www.uppergrandriver.org or
www.michigan.sierraclub.org/issues/greatlakes/articles/GRE2010.html

WINTER STONEFLIES SIGHTED ( CONT’D)
They are also intolerant of pollution. As a result, winter stoneflies serve as a kind of indicator species. They tell
us that they can at least thrive in the river and its tributaries during the winter...indicating the absence of
chronic, year-round pollution sources that rob the water of oxygen.
Not only did we find Capniidae and Taeniopterygidae stoneflies in
February, but stream adopters found Chloroperlidae and Perlidae
stoneflies at 4 sites during the spring collection. That makes a total
of 6 sites where volunteers have found stoneflies (spring or winter).
That’s 5 more than during the last Department of Environmental
Quality survey in the summer of 2006. This diﬀerence in numbers
is likely, in part, due to the diﬀerent sampling season, but we hope
it also indicates that our river is recovering.
So, does wading in the streams while you’re surrounded by snow sound like fun?
We’d like to hear from you. If you’d be interested in helping organize a winter
collection to look for winter stoneflies at all our sites this coming January/
February, please call Cecilia Govrik at the Jackson County Conservation District:
517-784-2800 x 208
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Upper Grand River Adopt-A-Stream
Environmental, and volunteers
throughout the watershed.

The Upper Grand River
Adopt-A-Stream Program is a
partnership between the Jackson
County Conservation District
(JCCD), the Dahlem
Conservancy, The Upper Grand
River Watershed Alliance, the
Grand River Environmental
Action Team (GREAT), the
Jackson Urban Area MS4
Communities, ASTI

Funding for the program is
provided by the Michigan DEQ
and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA),
through a grant to the JCCD for
the Upper Grand River
Implementation Project
(UGRIP), by the Jackson Urban
Area Storm Water Committee,
and the Michigan Clean Water
Corps (MiCorps).

We value your input. Please let us know if
you have ideas for improving the Adopt-AStream Program. We hope to see you at
events this fall and in seasons to come!
Adopt-A-Stream Program Staff:
Alison Rauss,
Adopt-A-Stream Coordinator,
Jackson County Conservation District
Cecilia Govrik, Watershed Coordinator,
Jackson County Conservation District
cecilia.govrik@macd.org
Kimberley May, The Dahlem Center
KMay@dahlemcenter.org

Upper Grand River
Watershed Alliance

Paul Rentschler, Upper Grand River
Watershed Alliance/ASTI Environmental
prentschler@asti-env.com

MiCorps

Jackson County Conservation District
211 W. Ganson Street
Suite 200
Jackson, MI 49201
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